The Strange Murder of King Thiri-thu-dhamma
houses next to those which were burning. On hearing this I im-
mediately began to remove the vestments, and several Christians
running in helped me to get the vessels and altar cloths out of the
building.' He goes on to say that the fire was extinguished after
five houses had been destroyed. Now comes the curious part of the
story. Some women had seen two men start the blaze. It was they
who had called out * fire!' and at their cries a crowd rushed to the
spot and the men were caught. They were not, however, ordinary
incendiaries, but employees of the Board of Astrology. On inquiry,
Manrique learnt that they had been ordered to set fire to this par-
ticular spot at that particular hour and minute. He did not under-
stand precisely why the Board of Astrology should have issued so
extraordinary an order, but gathered that it had something to do
with magic. A calculated place and time were essentials of the rite,
which was an occult practice calculated to protect the crown from
supposed dangers coming from that quarter. In fact, just as the
note of the Yattara bell, struck on a deduced bearing and at a
certain instant, had a power far transcending a note casually
struck, a power which existed in an astrological field and so upset
the astrological field against which it was directed, so did the
burning of houses at a calculated place and time generate an
occult force. The agents engaged on this arson were unable to
plead that they were acting for the crown. Manrique saw the two
men who started this particular fire taken immediately off to
execution. He further states this fire to have been by no means the
only one of the kind which occurred during his stay.
It was this art which the Queen decided to use against Thiri-
thu-dhamma. Kuthala was either versed in it himself or he had
men in his pay who were adepts. It may even be that the special-
ists or some of them on the Board of Astrology were suborned by
bribes and consented to give their services. The palm-leaf manu-
scripts detail the procedure followed by Kuthala. He began work
by having a calculation made showing the astrological relationship
between his horoscope and the King's. This showed him in what,
astrologically, he fell short of the King in power. Yattara supplied
the means of correcting the adverse measurements in his favour.
Accordingly he had inscribed on stone squares the calculation
required to alter his chart into one superior to the King's. The
burying of these squares at a certain instant on a determined spot
would give him mastery over the ciphers which were the astro-
logical expression of Thiri-thu-dhamma. The correct spots were
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